
All About the Santa Challenge 

When is the Santa Challenge Taking Place? 

This year’s Santa Challenge takes place between Monday 2nd December and Friday 13th December. 

Record cards need to be returned to the school office by Wednesday 18th December to be entered into 

the prize draw. 

Why are We Doing This? 

Sustrans is working with schools throughout Bedfordshire to encourage active travel—walking, scooting 

and cycling.  

Today’s children spend less time outdoors. We think these are everyday activities that can take place 

throughout the year. An active school run can be beneficial for children, parents and carers alike. Active 

travel can also improve academic performance and concentration at school. 

Guidance for teachers 

The school is taking part in a virtual race to Lapland. Children 

will each receive a Santa Challenge record card. Each time a 

child walks, scoots or cycles (either to or from school, or outside 

school hours), they mark it on their record sheet. We want to 

see if the school can get to Lapland! 

Each active travel trip counts as one mile towards our 

destination. We count child and parent trips. Each record card 

returned to the school is entered into a prize draw to win a bike. 

You may wish to keep the cards in class. Children can keep them in their trays and fill them in during 

registration. Then it is easy to collect the cards at the end of the challenge. 

You can run an inter-class or house competition. 

Encourage, support and remind children. 

You could discuss different customs and traditions at Christmas, look at different countries on route or do 

some maths challenges based on distance. 

Organise a Santa Challenge display board. 

Encourage children and parents to park and stride or dropping a child with a friend so they can travel 

together. 

Contact us: 

alister.barclay@sustrans.org.uk (Central Beds) 

derek.smulders@bedford.gov.uk (Bedford Borough) 

Richard.noon@sustrans.org.uk (Luton) 


